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15	January	2019	–	Day	One	
First stop at the scenic Australasian Gannet colony on the West coast, where thousands of birds gave 
brilliant photographic opportunities. Then across to the East coast for Barbary Dove, and some waterfowl 
which included NZ Grebe, NZ Scaup and 2 bonus Brown Teal. 

We couldn’t find any of the NZ sub-species of Fairy Tern but had great looks at NZ Dotterel, and three 
Banded Rails with five chicks. 

Our evening quest for North Island Brown Kiwi was successful, with good looks at four different birds and 
lots of calls heard. Morepork calling close by completed the day. 

 

 

16	January	2019	–	Day	Two	
Back to have another go at Fairy Tern, and two birds duly showed well. A Reef Heron was a nice surprise at 
the same site, and a nearby pond produced both NZ and Australian Little Grebe. 

From there it was to a local predator-proof area. The Park produced some good birds as always: several 
Brown Teal, three adult Takahe gave brilliant views, and all the bush birds were showing well including 
North Island Saddleback, Kaka and Whitehead – so four of the endemic families of NZ were in the bag 
within the first two days! 

 

 

17	January	2019	–	Day	Three	
Hauraki Gulf pelagic. A very good day on the water with relatively good sea conditions. A couple of Blue 
Penguins and two Arctic Skuas kicked off the action in the Kawau Channel, but it was the first chum spot 
that saw us all get really excited – at least 20 New Zealand, and 30+ White-faced Storm-petrel were present 
for a couple of hours, and often at very close range (within 2m !!). The day continued with Black Petrel 
(only three individuals but close and prolonged views), plenty of Buller’s, Fluttering and Flesh-footed 
Shearwaters and many hundreds of Cook’s Petrels to keep everyone interested. 
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New Zealand storm-petrel whips past the boat. Marc Junio. 

 

 

18	January	2019	–	Day	Four	
Tiritiri Matangi Island. Always a delight to visit this amazing island. The good birds are just so plentiful - 
North Island Saddleback, Red-crowned Parakeet, North Island Robin and Stitchbird (another endemic family 
ticked off!) all over the place. The star birds of the day were the five Kokako which eventually showed well 
in three different locations and the five Takahe pottering about more or less oblivious to our presence. The 
long trek to the opposite end of the island produced excellent looks at three Spotless Crakes including an 
immature in an unusual plumage state. 

At dusk, after a BBQ dinner at the bunkhouse, we set off to look for two really key creatures. The ancient 
reptile (not a lizard!) called Tuatara was first, and we were lucky enough to find four of these special 
animals. It is often the case on Tiri that one is torn between staying with one thing and looking for the next, 
and this evening was a perfect example. The Tuatara were performing well, but we had another target. Our 
second kiwi species – Little Spotted - was found fairly quickly and a single female showed well. Buoyed by 
our success we tried to track down, and spotlight, a calling Morepork, and even that worked out! In bed 
before midnight with all the required birds accounted for. 
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A North Island robin comes in close for inspection. Marc Junio. 

 

 

 

North Island kokako showing well in the canopy. Marc Junio. 
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19	January	2019	–	Day	Five	
Many of the Tiri birds showed again in the morning prior to departure, including Fernbird near the 
bunkhouse which had been missed by some on the previous day. A quick water taxi ride back to Gulf 
Harbour and then off to Miranda. Thousands of Bar-tailed Godwit, Red Knot and Pied Oystercatcher 
provided the back-drop but the flock of about 2000 Wrybill were favourites with our group. Looking for 
more unusual species is a good game at Miranda and today we got a pretty good tally of “extras” – one 
Broad-billed Sandpiper (a major vagrant to NZ), a Pectoral, four Sharp-tailed and a Curlew Sandpiper, a 
Black-tailed Godwit and two Red-necked Stint were our prizes. A good number of 66 Pacific Golden Plover 
were at the Limeworks. Our first Black-billed gulls were also tallied. 

 

A whitehead showing the power of those legs as it holds on to a cabbage tree leaf. Marc Junio. 

 

A male Stitchbird shows off his ear tufts. Marc Junio. 
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20	January	2019	–	Day	Six	
A little like the morning on Tiri, a return visit to Miranda produced many of the same species as the 
previous day, but perhaps in better light for the main Wrybill flock on the Stilt Ponds. Then we packed up 
and made our way across to Whitianga for another pelagic – this time with one main aim: Pycroft’s Petrel. 
The cryptic Pycroft’s mingle with Cook’s Petrel off the Mercury Islands, but we eventually managed to track 
them down and get decent views. This was the original spot where New Zealand Storm-petrel was re-
discovered, and so it was delight rather than surprise that greeted the appearance of a couple of those 
beauties. Nothing untoward to be seen today, but more Black Petrel, Buller’s Shearwater and White-faced 
Storm-petrels were good, as were our first Fairy Prions. 

 

21	January	2019	–	Day	Seven	
An early start and the slog down to Pureora Forest in the centre of North Island. Magnificent big old 
podocarp trees and great birds. Today was a good day at Pureora, which seems to be so weather-
dependant. The highlight was a fantastic display by at least seven Long-tailed Cuckoos calling, chasing each 
other and perching in full view very close-by. L-t Cuckoo can sometimes be very hard to find and many 
leave NZ without seeing it, so we felt justifiably pleased with ourselves! There were lots of sightings of Kaka 
and Yellow-crowned Parakeet through the middle of the day and a brief male New Zealand Falcon flew over 
calling. 

 

 

A yellow-fronted parakeet peers out from the bushes. Marc Junio. 
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It was decided that we had found most of what we were seeking, although Rifleman was inexplicably 
absent, so we headed towards Turangi and Blue Duck. A pair of Blue Duck were very obliging at our first 
attempt, so we headed to the motel for a celebratory beer – that was a great day by any standard! 

 

 

A coveted blue duck stands in classic pose on a rock. Marc Junio. 

 

22	January	2019	–	Day	Eight	
Up early for Australasian Bittern, but we were delayed leaving the motel by a NZ Falcon which flew into the 
large conifer immediately outside our rooms!! Although it tried hard to play hide and seek it eventually got 
nailed down. No Bitterns were in evidence by the time we got on site, but three immature Blue Duck made 
for a successful pre-breakfast jaunt. 

Then great views of Fernbird on our way North towards Taupo, and away to Hawkes Bay. A wonderful 
forest reserve area brought another 2 Long-tailed Cuckoo, Kaka, Tomtit and Whitehead, but still only heard 
Rifleman (and Kokako heard there too). 

Next, we were down to the coast for Black-billed Gull and Banded Dotterel, a vagrant Plumed Whistling 
Duck in a municipal park, and unbelievably close looks at NZ Pipits. Dinner at my place. 
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A fantail hides in the shrubbery. Marc Junio. 

 

 

23	January	2019	–	Day	Nine	
Quite a leisurely day, our only real goal being high tide at the Manawatu Estuary. The estuary and 
surrounding ponds produced a few good birds for us with (Eastern) Common Tern and Curlew Sandpiper 
being the best of the unusual species. A group of 24 Wrybill performing down to about 5m was a treat for 
those with cameras, as was the opportunity to have good close looks at NZ Scaup and NZ Grebe. 
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A wrybill head-on! Look at that beak! Marc Junio. 

 

 

A couple of NZ grebe (dabchick) get territorial. Marc Junio. 

 



Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ Tour report, 15 Jan – 4 Feb 2019                                                                Page 10 of 20 

Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ info@wrybill-tours.com www.wrybill-tours.com 

24	January	2019	–	Day	Ten	
A couple of quick stops on route to Wellington produced our first Black-fronted Dotterel of the tour and 
then we waited for the Cook Strait ferry to take us to Picton and the South Island. 

The ferry gave us our first albatross species with 5 Northern Royal, 20+ White-capped and 8 Salvin’s 
Albatross showing at various ranges. Well over 100 Fairy Prions gave good views, and we had our first Sooty 
and Hutton’s Shearwaters. 

King Shag (only in flight) and Spotted Shag were also new, and we had about seven Arctic Skua. 

 

25	January	2019	–	Day	Eleven	
The morning was on the Marlborough Sounds, with two main target species. First up were the King Shags 
after the glimpses yesterday folks were keen to grill this rare endemic, and the sight of 34 individuals 
(about 5% of the entire population!) was a welcome one. Then on to look for the rarest forest species in NZ 
– Orange-fronted Parakeet. We were lucky enough to get good views of three birds plus Weka and South 
Island Saddleback. On the way back to Picton for lunch an encounter with two Hectors Dolphin was a treat. 

From Picton we struck South towards Kaikoura grabbing a couple of staked-out vagrant species on route – 
Black Kite and Hoary-headed Grebe made their way onto our list, along with Great Crested Grebe. Little 
Owl after dinner made a fine end to a great day. 

 

The sometimes difficult orange-fronted parakeet completely gives itself up. Marc Junio. 
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A South Island saddleback pauses in the bushes. Marc Junio. 

 

 

26	January	2019	–	Day	Twelve	
Always one of my favourites is a morning on the ocean with Gaz Melville at Albatross Encounter, and this 
was no exception. Fantastic close-up views of six species of albatross: both Northern and Southern Royal, 
Salvin’s, White-capped, Black-browed and NZ Wandering, plus plenty of Hutton’s Shearwater and a swag of 
Westland and White-chinned Petrel kept everyone enthralled. A large pod of Dusky Dolphins came past. 

After lunch some went for a whale-watch where Sperm Whale and Orca were on the menu, and a forest 
location gave us our first Brown Creepers. 
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The beautiful Salvin’s albatross. Marc Junio. 

 

 

A curious brown creeper (Pipipi) takes a look at us. Marc Junio. 
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27	January	2019	–	Day	Thirteen	
Southbound towards Christchurch with a stop at an estuary where we had our first Black-fronted Terns and 
an absolute bonus Black Stilt (a “vagrant” which has been present for several years). Then across to the 
mountains at Arthur’s Pass. 

One of the main reasons to be at Arthurs Pass is the chance of Kea, and today we had four birds 
entertaining us. The forest birding here produced lots of Tomtit and at last some decent looks at about 
eight Rifleman. 

 

A kea poses for its picture. Marc Junio. 



Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ Tour report, 15 Jan – 4 Feb 2019                                                                Page 14 of 20 

Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ info@wrybill-tours.com www.wrybill-tours.com 

 

A very streaky juvenile rifleman shows really well. Marc Junio. 

 

28	January	2019	–	Day	Fourteen	
Descending from Arthurs Pass towards the West Coast and Okarito with a couple of brief stops, including at 
a large lake which produced a perched NZ Falcon. Great Egret also made it onto the tally, along with 
ridiculously tame South Island Robin – all in preparation for our evening searching for the least numerous 
of all kiwi species – Okarito Brown Kiwi or Rowi. 

Our attempt at Okarito Kiwi, with the irrepressible Mike was good, despite the attentions of the mosquitos! 
Mike worked his magic and a male Okarito Kiwi appeared out of the forest for all to see. 
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29	January	2019	–	Day	Fifteen	
Spectacular scenery down the length of the West Coast to one of the best mainland Yellowhead sites – and 
we were eventually rewarded with three birds seen and perhaps another six heard. There were plenty 
more Riflemen here, as well as Yellow-crowned Parakeet and Tomtit. 

We got to Wanaka with plenty of time to soak up great views of Great Crested Grebe on the lakefront. 

 

 

A male rifleman poses perfectly showing that little upturned bill. Marc Junio. 

 

30	January	2019	–	Day	Sixteen	
Eglinton Valley and only one real target species today – it’s all about the Rock Wren. And we were not 
disappointed with nice close views of three individuals and time to spare for a jaunt down to Milford 
Sound. 

On our way back to Te Anau we pulled in to check the river where a family of Blue Ducks had been before 
Christmas and we were delighted to see that at least three of the (original five) ducklings had progressed to 
fledging, and one adult was with them. Add in the supporting cast of seven Kea, Rifleman, Tomtit, South 
Island Robin etc and this was a good day. 
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A rock wren sits on a rock. Marc Junio. 

 

31	January	2019	–	Day	Seventeen	
Early start and down to Bluff to take the ferry to Stewart Island. An average crossing, Common Diving 
Petrel, Brown Skua, Foveaux Shag and Buller’s Albatross as additions to our list. 

An afternoon on Ulva Island produced most of the normal species with good looks at Yellowhead and 
Brown Creeper, Red-crowned Parakeet, plenty of Kaka and several confiding Weka. The water taxi ride 
produced awful views of a Fiordland Crested Penguin – Better Views Desired!! 

After dinner, a walk with Ange found three Southern Brown Kiwi (our 4th kiwi species seen). Long-tailed 
Cuckoo and Morepork were both calling in the darkness. 
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A little penguin swims off. Marc Junio. 

 

1	February	2019	–	Day	Eighteen	
Stewart Island pelagic. By this stage of the tour finding additions to the trip list is getting harder, but today’s 
pelagic came up trumps. We kicked off with three Fiordland Crested Penguins in Half-moon Bay, and added 
a bonus Snares Crested Penguin on Bench Island. Albatross numbers were good, with at least 150 White-
capped, 20 Salvin’s and 20 Southern Royals. Three more Buller’s and a very unusual (for Stewart Island) 
Northern Royal Albatrosses were also present. 

Thousands of Sooty Shearwater were milling about and at least three Short-tailed Shearwaters pitched up 
behind the boat. There were a total of 18 species of tubenose seen today but it was a close run thing as to 
which were the best received – more than a hundred various albatrosses baying at each other for fish 
scraps or the sight of three species of storm-petrel at once. Big v small?? A single Wilson’s Storm-petrel was 
good to see, and four or more White-faced Stormies were unusual for our position, but the fantastic looks 
of at least 10 Grey-backed Stormies were exceptional. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ Tour report, 15 Jan – 4 Feb 2019                                                                Page 18 of 20 

Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ info@wrybill-tours.com www.wrybill-tours.com 

 

 

 

A grey-backed storm-petrel skips across the water. Marc Junio. 

 

 

A Southern Royal albatross glides past the boat. Marc Junio. 
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2	February	2019	–	Day	Nineteen	
Off Stewart on the ferry with lots of Common Diving Petrels flying with the boat, and a Mottled Petrel, 
strangely missing from yesterday was a good save. A relatively long drive up the East coast towards 
Oamaru, with great views of Yellow-eyed Penguin at the end, and then the new species of the day the 
recently split Otago Shag in Oamaru itself. 

 

A yellow-eyed penguin comes ashore in the late afternoon. Marc Junio. 

 

3	February	2019	–	Day	Twenty	
The normal cry for this day is “It’s all about Black Stilt!” and so it was today, but the bird seen earlier in the 
trip had taken the pressure off.  No wonder then that we strolled straight into a very confiding pair and 
ended the day with eight different individuals. A few Banded Dotterel were also seen alongside a handful of 
Black-fronted Terns. 

After a series of misses on previous tours it was good to get prolonged looks at two Baillon’s Crakes in the 
afternoon – always a tricky species pretty much anywhere in its massive range. 
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A male New Zealand scaup on aqua water. Marc Junio. 

 

4	February	2019	–	Day	Twenty-One	
Pretty much a transit up to Christchurch and the airport for most. A stop to look for Chukar was barely 
successful with just one bird heard. Trip list ended up at 155 species with all available endemics (except 
Great Spotted Kiwi) seen well by all participants. Very few uncommon migrant shorebirds and a few missed 
exotics (e.g. Mute Swan, Kookaburra, Sulphur-crested Cockatoo) would have padded the list a bit – but I’m 
fairly sure that no-one really cares about that. 


