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20	November	2018	–	Day	One	
First stop at the scenic Australasian Gannet colony on the West Coast, where thousands of birds gave 
brilliant photographic opportunities. Then across to the East for Barbary Dove, and some waterfowl which 
included 2 bonus Brown Teal. 

The tremendously endangered NZ sub-species of Fairy Tern was next on the list, along with great looks at 
NZ Dotterel. 

Our evening quest for North Island Brown Kiwi was successful with good looks at three different birds and 
about 30 calls heard. A showy Morepork completed the day. 

 

 

An adult Australasian gannet tends to its chick. Rosemary Lloyd. 
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21	November	2018	–	Day	Two	
A California Quail outside the motel was a nice sight, but we were soon headed south towards a reduced 
predator sanctuary by way of a pond for both NZ Grebe and Australasian Little Grebe. 

The sanctuary produced some good birds as always: plenty more Brown Teal, Spotless Crake, Banded Rail 
and Reef Egret, but the bush birds were the stars with several endemics showing well including North 
Island Saddleback, Kaka and Whitehead – so 4 of the endemic families of NZ were in the bag within the first 
2 days! 

 

 

Two buff-banded rails show themselves very well. Rosemary Lloyd. 

 

22	November	2018	–	Day	Three	
Hauraki Gulf pelagic. A pretty good day on the water with all the usual suspects showing – some 
ridiculously close! More than 6 NZ Storm-petrels were of course a highlight, but the supporting cast of 12 
other tubenosed seabirds was a reasonable start to the seabird list. Biggest surprise was only one Buller’s 
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Shearwater, closely followed by at least 15 Short-tailed Shearwaters at one location. Hundreds of Cook’s 
Petrels delighted all on board. 

A brief stop on Kawau Island for Weka and a singing Shining Cuckoo finished off the day. 

 

23	November	2018	–	Day	Four	
Tiritiri Matangi Island. What a place! North Island Saddleback, Red-crowned Parakeet, North Island Robin 
and Stitchbird (another endemic family done!) all over the place. The star birds for many (at least in 
daylight) were the 2 Kokako which showed on the Wattle Trail and the family of 5 Takahe including 2 
youngsters and one of last year’s chicks. 

At night we went in search of our second kiwi species – Little Spotted, and found just one female which 
showed well but briefly. Only a few calls were heard, and another Morepork was seen. 

 

 

A kokako looks down from the canopy. Rosemary Lloyd. 
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24	November	2018	–	Day	Five	
All the Tiritiri Matangi birds showed again in the morning prior to departure, and then we high-tailed it 
down to Miranda. About 50 Wrybill were in residence, along with many thousands of Arctic shorebirds. 
One or two of those were of interest to the group, with Sharp-tailed and Pectoral Sandpiper, and Red-
necked Stint topping that list. Our first Black-billed gulls were also tallied. 

 

 

A red-crowned parakeet peers out from flax flowers. Rosemary Lloyd. 

 

25	November	2018	–	Day	Six	
Was supposed to be our second pelagic, but the weather intervened and it was cancelled by our skipper. 
That made travelling up to Whitianga a waste of time, so a rapid re-plan sent us south towards Pureora 
State Forest. The weather was distinctly average, but the birds showed well – Yellow-crowned Parakeet and 
Kaka were particularly numerous and we had one each (maybe that’s all you need?) of Shining and Long-
tailed Cuckoo. Tomtit was new for us here. 
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Since the weather wasn’t conducive to sticking around Pureora after the targets had been found we 
headed towards Blue Duck country. I was keen to get this bird in the bag so that the next day would be a 
stress-free one! A pair of Blue Ducks dutifully obliged!! 

 

26	November	2018	–	Day	Seven	
We kicked off early and were rewarded with 2 pretty close views of Australasian Bittern. The Blue Ducks 
showed at 3 different locations – a total of 4 birds, so presumably some were sitting on eggs. 

Fernbird is sometimes tricky to get good looks at, but today we saw 5 or more rather well, along with the 
first Dunnock! Forest birding today supplied the last of the 6 NZ endemic families in the form of several 
smart Riflemen, and more Yellow-crowned Parakeets, Whitehead and Tomtit. 

 

 

A blue duck perched on the edge of the river gives great views. Rosemary Lloyd. 
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27	November	2018	–	Day	Eight	
Early again for Bittern, though this time only one, but there was also a Fernbird on site and another Shining 
Cuckoo. Then off towards the Hawkes Bay. 

 

More Riflemen, Tomtit and two Kokako in the excellent forest reserve, then down to the coast for Black-
fronted and Banded Dotterel, and two vagrant Plumed Whistling Duck in a municipal park, and unbelievably 
close looks at NZ Pipits. Dinner at my place. 

 

28	November	2018	–	Day	Nine	
Quite a leisurely day, with high tide at the Manawatu Estuary not until about 2.30 pm, so no need to rush. 
The estuary and surrounding ponds produced a few good birds for us with (Eastern) Common Tern and 
Curlew Sandpiper being the best, though a slightly out of range NZ Dotterel was good to see, as well as NZ 
Scaup and NZ Grebe. 

 

A New Zealand pipit poses for us. Rosemary Lloyd. 
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29	November	2018	–	Day	Ten	
Across the Cook Strait. A couple of quick stops on route to Wellington and a visit to the National Museum 
at Te Papa before the ferry ride to Picton. 

The ferry produced some good stuff, though often views were distant. A taster for things to come though, 
and our first albatross species with both Northern and Southern Royal, White-capped and Salvin’s Albatross 
in varying numbers. Another swag of shearwaters and petrels making a total of 12 tubenosed seabirds on 
the crossing. Arctic Skua and Spotted Shag were also new, and we were treated to great views of a pod of 
Bottle-nosed Dolphin. 

30	November	2018	–	Day	Eleven	
The morning was on the Marlborough Sounds, with two main target species. First up were the King Shags 
and two locations held a total of 30 individuals (so about 5% of the entire population!). Then on to look for 
the rarest forest species in NZ – Orange-fronted Parakeet. We were lucky to get good views of 3 (maybe 4) 
birds and so left the island early. 

From Picton South there are stake-outs for three vagrant species and we must have only spent about 10 
minutes in total searching them out – Black Kite, Glossy Ibis and Hoary-headed Grebe all fell in quick 
succession. Add excellent Black-fronted Terns and a bonus Little Owl after dinner and that makes a good 
day. 

 

Several adult King shags roost amongst a number of immature birds. Rosemary Lloyd. 



Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ Tour report, 20 Nov – 10 Dec 2018                                                             Page 9 of 13 

Wrybill Birding Tours, NZ info@wrybill-tours.com www.wrybill-tours.com 

1	December	2018	–	Day	Twelve	
Always one of my favourites is a morning on the ocean with Gaz Melville at Albatross Encounter, and this 
was no exception.  

Fantastic close-up views of NZ Wandering and Northern Royal Albatross, plenty of Buller’s Shearwaters 
(which is strange after only one in the North), 200+ Hutton’s Shearwater and a swag of Westland and 
White-chinned Petrel kept everyone enthralled. Bonus birds were 2 Grey-faced Petrels which showed well. 

After lunch a forest location gave us our first Brown Creepers, and we went back for more looks at Little 
Owl as well, seeing three. 

 

 

Albatross at arms-length from the boat!. Rosemary Lloyd. 
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2	December	2018	–	Day	Thirteen	
Southbound towards Christchurch with a stop at an estuary where we had more Black-fronted Terns and 
five Wrybill, and then across to the mountains at Arthur’s Pass. 

Kea entertained at the pass, and forest birding here produced more Tomtit, Brown Creeper and Rifleman as 
well as our first South Island Robins. 

After dark a single Great Spotted Kiwi call in the drizzle was the closest we could get to that elusive species. 

 

3	December	2018	–	Day	Fourteen	
A day where it would have been great to have had some decent weather, because I was getting worried 
that we hadn’t yet seen a NZ Falcon, and this is great falcon territory – but instead it rained most of the 
day! The only addition to the trip list was Great Egret. 

At least it cleared up for the evening and our attempt at Okarito Kiwi, with the irrepressible Mike. He 
worked his magic and a male Okarito Kiwi appeared at our feet, even before it was properly dark. Nice!! 

 

4	December	2018	–	Day	Fifteen	
Down the West Coast to a beach for Fiordland Crested Penguin. Are we too late in the season? Don’t know 
really because the tide was unbelievably high and there was no beach for the birds to traverse….A dark 
phase Foveaux Shag flew past – massively out of range. 

Not a great start on the bird front but a bunch of about 12 charming Hector’s Dolphins were cool. 

As we pulled in to get lunch it happened at last…..a male NZ Falcon swooped past in pursuit of a small 
passerine. Everyone had just got out of the van, and everyone had good looks. It swung past for another 
slightly longer look and then was gone. And that was to be the only falcon of the tour! 

Buoyed by the falcon we headed to the forest once more and eventually got to grips with two Yellowhead, 
and more of the commoner South Island forest birds like Rifleman and Brown Creeper. 

In Wanaka we got up close and personal with four pairs of Great Crested Grebe. 

 

5	December	2018	–	Day	Sixteen	
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Eglinton Valley and only one real target species today – it’s all about the Rock Wren. And we were not 
disappointed with nice close views and time to spare for a jaunt down to Milford Sound. For my first time 
ever I saw another Rock Wren fly across the road in front of the van on the North side of the Homer Tunnel. 

On our way back to Te Anau we pulled in to check the river and wow! Two adult and 5 Blue Ducklings were 
right there. Add in the supporting cast of Kea, Rifleman, Tomtit etc and this was a good day. 

 

6	December	2018	–	Day	Seventeen	
Early start and down to Invercargill here we scoped a vagrant Australian Shelduck before taking the ferry to 
Stewart Island. Not much on the crossing, but a single Southern Royal Albatross was nice, as were the half-
dozen Foveaux Shag. 

An afternoon on Ulva Island produced most of the normal species with good looks at Yellowhead, both 
parakeets, plenty of Kaka and about six South Island Saddlebacks being our only new species. 

A large male Hooker’s Sea-lion blocked our passage onto one of the beaches! 

After dinner, a walk with Matt found four Southern Brown Kiwi (our 4th Kiwi species seen). Long-tailed 
Cuckoo and Morepork were both calling. 

 

7	December	2018	–	Day	Eighteen	
Stewart Island pelagic. By this stage of the tour finding additions to the trip list is getting harder, but today’s 
pelagic came up trumps. We kicked off with two Fiordland Crested Penguins (phew!) and a single Yellow-
eyed. Albatross numbers were good, with at least 200 White-capped, 20 Salvin’s and 25 Southern Royals. 
Single Buller’s and Campbell Island Albatrosses were welcome additions as well. 

Four Brown Skua fed off fish scraps, almost from the hand, but my favourite today was Grey-backed Storm-
petrel – two birds showing for a prolonged time. A strange miss was the lack of Mottled Petrels?? 
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A squadron of white-capped albatross follow the boat, waiting for hand-outs. Rosemary Lloyd. 

 

8	December	2018	–	Day	Nineteen	
Off Stewart on the ferry with lots of Common Diving Petrels flying with the boat. A relatively long drive up 
the East coast towards Oamaru, with great views of Yellow-eyed Penguin at the end, and our only new 
species of the day the recently split Otago Shag in Oamaru itself. 
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A yellow-eyed penguin after coming ashore. Rosemary Lloyd. 

 

9	December	2018	–	Day	Twenty	
It’s all about Black Stilt! Only one important species not on the list, so we set out to nail it down! No show 
at the first, nor the second stake-out – but score at the third with absolutely point-blank views. Should 
never have worried because we ended up with 11 individuals at three different locations. A few Wrybill 
were also seen alongside breeding Banded Dotterels, and 15 or so Black-fronted Terns.  

 

10	December	2018	–	Day	Twenty-One	
Pretty much a transit up to Christchurch and the airport for most. Trip list ended up at 155 with all available 
endemics (except Great Spotted Kiwi) seen well by all participants. Very few uncommon shorebirds and a 
few missed exotics (e.g. Mute Swam, Kookaburra, Sulphur-crested Cockatoo) would have padded the list a 
bit – but no-one really cares. 

 


